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Modi starts 2024 with big-ticket TN trip,

Maldives suspends 3 deputy ministers after India strongly
raises issue of derogatory remarks against PM Modli

Rajesh Chauhan
Divya Delhi: The
Maldivian government
reportedly suspended
three deputy ministers
for derogatory social
media posts against
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi follow-
ing a backlash with New
Delhi strongly raising the
matter with Male and
the island nation's top
opposition leaders
slammed the ruling
establishment over the
row. The three deputy
ministers criticised Modi
for his post on 'X' follow-
ing his visit to
Lakshadweep, inferring
that it was an attempt to
project the Union
Territory as an alterna-
tive tourist destination
to the Maldives. Several

Maldivian media out-
lets, quoting officials,
reported that deputy
ministers in the youth

ministry, Malsha
Shareef, Mariyam
Shiuna and Abdulla

Mahzoom Majid, have
been suspended over
their posts. The row
erupted on a day

Muizzu embarked on a
week-long visit to China.
In New Delhi, official
sources said the Indian
High Commission in
Male strongly raised the
matter with the
Maldivian foreign min-
istry.

“Our high commission in

the  Maldives  had
strongly raised and
expressed concerns

about the comments
made in regard to the
prime minister by cer-
tain ministers in the
Maldives government
with the foreign office
today,” said a source.
The disparaging remarks
by the ministers have
drawn flak in India, with
many celebrities urging
people on X to explore
domestic tourist desti-
nations instead of going
to the Maldives. Several
cine stars like Salman
Khan and Akshay Kumar
and cricket icon Sachin
Tendulkar were among
the celebrities who
appealed to people to
visit “Indian islands” and
coastal destinations.

PM Modi discusses traditional and
contemporary security brass problems

Divya Delhi: Prime
Minister Modi spoke
to senior law enforce-
ment and intelligence
professionals at a
yearly security confer-
ence that addressed
issues related to
national security. The
annual security con-
ference in the pink
city, which was held
behind closed doors,
Prime Minister
Narendra Modi gave a
speech to the nation's
top police and intelli-
gence officials. Details
of the PM's meeting
with the officers were
not immediately avail-
able, but those who
were privy to the dis-
cussions said that the
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three-day conference
covered a wide range
of national security
issues, including how
to deal with identity-
related offenses,
cybercrimes, and tech-
nology misuse by
countries that are
detrimental to India's

development. In addi-
tion, traditional issues
like cross-border ter-
rorism and smuggling,
radicalization and ter-
rorism in the hinter-

lands, left-wing
extremism, etc. were
also covered. Details
of the PM's meeting

with the officers were
not immediately avail-
able, but those who
were privy to the dis-
cussions said that the
three-day conference
covered a wide range
of national security
issues, including how
to deal with identity-
related offenses,
cybercrimes, and tech-
nology misuse by
countries that are
detrimental to India's
development. In addi-
tion, traditional issues
like cross-border ter-
rorism and smuggling,
radicalization and ter-
rorism in the hinter-
lands, left-wing
extremism, etc. were
also covered.

RRTS Trains and Stations Are Now Open For Events & Filming

Divya Delhi: Stations on the
famous Namo Bharat trains and
the Rapid Regional Transport
System (RRTS) can now be rent-
ed for a limited period of time to
host events, shoot movies, doc-

umentaries, TV advertisements,
and other media. Depending on
the area, reservations along the
Delhi-Ghaziabad-Meerut corri-
dor can be made for between
Rs. 2 and Rs. 3 lakh per hour.

According to a representative of
the National
Transport Corporation, which is
carrying out the project, "there
has been a surge in the utilisa-
tion of public transport system.
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professes ‘Tamil love’ with eye on LS polls

Divya Delhi: Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi kicked off the
year of the 2024 Lok
Sabha election with a
visit to Tamil Nadu
where he sought to
emphasise the state’s
significance for him,
and counter the ruling
DMK’s criticism of the
BJP as a party for
“Hindi, Hindu and
Hindutva”. The BJP has
been making  an
aggressive bid to gain a
foothold in Tamil
Nadu, where power
currently alternates
between the two
prominent Dravidian
parties, the Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK) and the All India
Anna Dravida
Munnetra Kazhagam
(AIADMK), a former
BJP ally. On his visit,
Modi inaugurated a
new terminal building

for the Tiruchirappalli
international airport.
Altogether, he inaugu-
rated or laid the foun-
dation stone for proj-
ects worth Rs 20,000
crore, spanning the
sectors of roads, rail-
ways, ports, and petro-
leum. In his address at
Tiruchirappalli, also
known as Trichy, Modi
said Tamil Nadu was
home to the ancient
language of Tamil and
a treasure trove of cul-
tural heritage. “I
believe in the continu-

ous expansion of the
contribution of Tamil
cultural inspiration in
the development and
heritage of the coun-
try,” he added,
addressing the gather-
ing as “enadhu kudum-
bam (my family)” after
each long pause. On
foreign visits, he said,
“l cannot stop speaking
about Tamil and Tamil
culture [whenever an
opportunity arises]”.
The BJP, he added, has
been keen on spread-
ing Tamil language and

culture, and noted how
the ‘sengol (sceptre)’,
which symbolises good
governance and whose
concept is rooted in
Tamil Nadu, was placed
in the new Parliament.
Modi also made a men-
tion of the BJP’s Kashi
Tamil Sangamam and
Saurashtra Tamil
Sangamam — initia-
tives that seek to deep-
en what is described as
historical links
between the places —
saying they had bol-
stered the enthusiasm
for Tamil culture
throughout the coun-
try. Political analysts
said this visit by the PM
should be seen as the
“official start” of the
election campaign in
Tamil Nadu. “With the
2024 elections around
the corner, today’s
event will have a two-
point approach.

Expected February budget
for Delhi: emphasis on
infrastructure, health, and

education

Divya Delhi: The budget for Delhi is
expected to be over Rs 80,000 crore
when it is submitted in February,
according to authorities. Special atten-
tion will be paid to roads, infrastruc-
ture, energy, water, health, education,
and additional "gifts" for the popu-
lace.Arvind Kejriwal, the chief minister,
canceled his planned trip to Gujarat in
order to chair the first meeting of min-
discuss
preparations.Government representa-
tives said that Kejriwal spoke about the
areas that should be given priority in
the budget, which should be presented
by the middle of "All ministers have
been instructed by the CM to expedite
budget preparations and establish their
priorities. The priorities will be finalized
in a meeting of all ministers and officers
next week, which will be chaired by the
chief minister, according to sources.
Following that, recommendations from
all parties involved will be considered
and included. The citizens of Delhi
would also receive numerous signifi-
cant presents from this budget.
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Noida gives builders a 21%

"All that realtors
owe is the Noida
Authority. In con-
trast to the pan-
demic waiver,
however, this relief
will be granted on
a case-by-case
basis following an
examination of
petitions"

Divya Delhi: Based on
government recom-
mendations released
last month to revive
stalled projects and
resume  registries—
two issues that impact
almost 2.3 lakh hous-
ing units in the city
and in Greater Noida—
the Noida Authority
presented recalculated
dues to realtors on
Friday. As a result, real

decrease in dues

estate businesses will
pay a considerable
21% less than they
would have otherwise,
thanks to the 24-
month Covid zero peri-
od (March 2020-22)
during which all inter-
est and penalties are
eliminated.  confer-
ence, the developers
of 52 city real estate
projects were in atten-
dance, and all eyes
were on the updated
estimate of dues fol-
lowing the UP govern-
ment's adoption of

multiple recommenda-

tions from the
Amitabh Kant commit-
tee to resurrect
delayed projects. All
that realtors owe is the
Noida Authority. In
contrast to the pan-
demic waiver, howev-
er, this relief will be
granted on a case-by-
case basis following an
examination of peti-
tions. The developers
will have a detailed
discussion of the offer
with  Manoj Kumar
Singh, the commis-

sioner of industrial
development.The dis-
cussion  with  the
builders began at the
Noida Authority office,
approximately eleven
a.m. 52 of the 57 hous-
ing project developers
that were invited to
the meeting showed
up. The majority sent
their financial execu-
tives.

According to officials,
there was little to no
difference  between
the dues determined
by the realtors and

those prepared by the
certified accountant
that Noida Authority
employed. about Rs.
28,000 crore that are
owed. If a realtor
owes, say, Rs 350 crore
after the Covid waiver,
it will now be required
to pay Rs 275 crore
under the amended
package.Realtors will
be eligible for the sec-
ond tranche of zero
period waiver, which
covers 20 months
between 2013 and
2015—the vyear the
National Green
Tribunal forbade con-
struction within a 10-
kilometer radius of the
Okhla Bird
Sanctuary—if they
accept the recalculat-
ed dues and accept the
state  government's
rehabilitation propos-
al, which entails
accepting a time-
bound payment plan.

A group headed by Ram Nath
Kovind is seeking public feedback
on "One Nation, One Election”

"The parties,
which comprised
seven registered
unrecognized par-
ties, 33 state par-
ties, and national
parties, received
a reminder from

the committee
later on"

Divya Delhi: The public is
being asked for proposals
"for making appropriate
changes in existing legal
administrative  frame-

work to enable simulta-
neous elections in the
country" by the group on
"One Nation, One
Election," which is led by
former President Ram
Nath Kovind. The com-
mittee announced to the
public that it will review
the proposals submitted
by January 15th.
Individuals can contact
sc-hlc@gov.in or publish
their recommendations
on the committee's web-

site, onoe.gov.in.The
group has met twice
since forming in
September of last year. It
also recently sent letters
to political parties asking
for their opinions and to
communicate with them
on a "mutually agreed
date" over the suggestion
to hold simultaneous
elections for the Lok
Sabha and assembly, as
well as other polls. The
parties, which comprised
seven registered unrec-
ognized parties, 33 state
parties, and national par-
ties, received a reminder
from the committee later
on.

500 prefabricated toilets to be
installed in Ayodhya

Divya Delhi: The Uttar
Pradesh government
has unveiled a plan to
boost religious tourism
and improve sanitation
along the Saryu Ghats in
Ayodhya by installing
500 prefabricated toilets
along the river bank.
The Ayodhya
Development Authority
(ADA) will oversee the
implementation of the
prefabricated  toilets
scheme, covering major
ghats, just in time for

the upcoming Makar
Sankranti snan (holy
dip) event on January
15. The move follows
Chief Minister Yogi
Adityanath's directive to
develop Ayodhya as a
religious tourism desti-
nation.

The selection and
operation of the 500
prefabricated toilets will
involve an agency selec-
tion process, utilizing
the quality cost-based
selection method.

Control rooms, support-
ed by a 24/7 toll-free
helpline, will be estab-
lished for user support.
Access to these toilets
will be free for the pub-
lic for at least 12
months, with the select-
ed agency responsible
for maintaining cleanli-
ness, proper functionali-
ty, septic waste man-
agement, uninterrupted
water supply, and the
use of eco-friendly
cleaning chemicals.

BJP is opposed to JMM's
effort for a bypoll to be held
in the Gandey assembly seat

S —

Divya Delhi: While the
BJP opposed having
the bypoll, a delegation
of IMM met with the
CEO of Jharkhand and
requested the EC,
through him, to hold
the byelection to the
Gandey assembly seat
in Giridih district as

required by the
Representation of
People's Act of 1951.

Following the resigna-
tion of its current MLA,
Sarfaraz Ahmad, on
December 31, the
Vidhan Sabha Speaker
declared the Gandey
seat vacant, citing per-
sonal reasons. The
JMM delegation, which
included two office-

bearers and MLAs
Dinesh William
Marandi, Bhushan

Tirkey, and Nalin Soren,
stated in their memo-
randum that the fifth
Jharkhand Vidhan
Sabha's first session
was called to order
"According to the
Constitution's Section
172, the fifth Vidhan

%

Sabha's tenure ends on
January 5, 2025," the

delegation  said.The
delegation also men-
tioned that Section
151A of the
Representation of
People's Act of 1951,
which mandates that
an election be held in
the event that a mem-
ber voluntarily resigns
with more than a year
left in office, made
holding a byelection for
the Gandey assembly
seat necessary. On the
other hand, in a letter
to Governor CP
Radhakrishnan , BIJP
MP Nishikant Dubey
requested him to pre-
vent the inauguration
of a non-MLA as chief
minister. Dubey sup-
ported his allegation in
his letter by citing two
court rulings: the
Bombay High Court's
W /2019 verdict revers-
ing the EC's decision to
hold a byelection to the

Katol assembly con-
stituency in Nagpur,
Maharashtra.

India-UAE launch 'Desert Cyclone 2024
joint military exercise in Rajasthan

"The collaborative
military engagement
is expected to not
only strengthen the
defense ties
between India and
the UAE but also
contribute to the
broader goal of fos-
tering regional
peace and security"

Divya Delhi. India and
the United Arab
Emirates (UAE) com-
menced the joint mili-
tary exercise 'Desert
Cyclone 2024' today in
Rajasthan . The fort-
night-long drill is strate-
gically designed to
enhance interoperabili-
ty by fostering the
exchange of best prac-

tices, particularly
focusing on urban
operations. The

Ministry of External
Affairs emphasized that
the exercise aims to

pave the way for
greater collaboration in
various areas of

defense. These include

the production and
development of
defense equipment,

joint exercises involving
armed forces, with a
special emphasis on
naval operations.
Additionally, the collab-
oration extends to
sharing strategic infor-
mation and doctrines,
as well as technical
cooperation concern-
ing Intermediate Jet
Trainer programs.
Highlighting the histori-
cal context, the min-
istry underscored that
the inaugural India-
UAE Joint Air Forces
exercise took place in

September 2008 at the
Al-Dhafra base in Abu
Dhabi. This shows the
commitment to rein-
forcing defense capa-
bilities through mutual

cooperation. The
'Desert Cyclone 2024’
exercise highlights the
shared commitment of
India and the UAE to
regional security and
stability. The collabora-
tive military engage-
ment is expected to not
only strengthen the
defense ties between
India and the UAE but
also contribute to the
broader goal of foster-
ing regional peace and
security.

Nepal sends
five hundred
kinds of sou-

venirs to
Ayodhya

Divya Delhi: Over
500 exquisitely gift
baskets were sent to
Ayodhya from
Nepal’s  Janakpur
city believed to be
the birthplace of
Sita ahead of the
inauguration of the
Ram Mandir on
January 22. The
Mahantha of Janaki
Temple of Janakpur,
Ram Roshan Das
handed over the
exquisitely decorat-
ed souvenirs to the
Shri Ram
Janmabhoomi
Tirtha Trust General
Secretary Champat
Ray.

Lord Ram,
according to
Ramayana, traveled
to Ayodhya and
married Sita whose
second name s
Janaki. The sou-
venirs included
gold-silver articles,
various kinds of
sweet dishes,
clothes, fruits, cos-
metics, furniture
among others.

68 RS MPs to retire in
2024, Vaishnaw and Yadav
among BJP’s 60

Divya Delhi: Sixty Rajya
Sabha MPs from BIP,
including nine Union
ministers, are among
the 68 completing
their tenure this year
and many of them are
likely to contest Lok
Sabha polls, giving a
chance to others who
have been aspirants for
the Upper House.As
many as 57 leaders,
including railway min-
ister Ashwini Vaishnaw,
education minister
Dharmendra Pradhan,
environment minister
Bhupender Yadav,
health minister
Mansukh  Madaviya
and former PM
Manmohan Singh, will
complete their tenures
in April. Uttar Pradesh
will have the highest
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number of vacancies at
10, followed by
Maharashtra and Bihar
(six each), Madhya
Pradesh and West
Bengal (five each),
Karnataka and Gujarat
(four each), Odisha,
Telangana, Kerala and
Andhra Pradesh (three
each), Jharkhand and
Rajasthan (two each),
and Uttarakhand,
Himachal Pradesh,
Haryana and
Chhattisgarh (one
each).

JD(U) & RIJID may contest 16 Lok Sabha seats
each in Bihar, leave 8 for Congress, Left

Divya Delhi: The two major
Grand Alliance (GA) partners in
Bihar JD(U) and RJD are very
close to finalising the number
of Lok Sabha seats they will
contest along with Congress
and the Left parties in the com-
ing elections. The assertion
holds credence after
deputy CM Tejashwi Yadav, vis-
ited the official residence of CM
Nitish Kumar in the afternoon
and had one-on-one discus-
sions on the seat-sharing issue
It is believed that Tejashwi car-
ried his father's message to
Nitish on the issue."While seat-
almost
finalised and leaders keep talk-
ing over the phone, there are
some glitches over a few seats
which both RJD and JD(U) want
to contest. This issue will also
be sorted soon," said a senior
RJD leader. He said as per a

sharing has

Bihar

been

rough formula, RIJD and JD(U)
will contest 16 seats each while
Congress will be given five seats
and the Left three. One plus or
minus is negotiable, he added.
There are 40 Lok Sabha seats in
Bihar."Nitish is adamant on 17
seats as his JD(U) had contested
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the same number of seats in
the 2019 LS elections and won
16 in partnership with BJP. If
RJID and JD(U) fight 17 seats
each, the Left may have to com-
promise and will be given one
only,"
Alliance.

said a Grand
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BJP received Rs 256.25 crore
from Prudent Electoral Trust
in FY 2022-23

Divya DeLHI. The BJP received a total of Rs 256.25
crore from Prudent Electoral Trust, while the
BRS received Rs 90 crore and the YSRCP Rs 16
crore from the fund during the financial year
that ended in March 2023.The trust gave total
donations of Rs 363.15 crore to political parties
during the year, according to its filing before the
Election Commission (EC). The data shared by
the trust reveals that while the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) received 70.56 per cent of the dona-
tions made by it during the past year, the Aam
Aadmi Party (AAP) received a total of Rs 90 lakh
from the fund in two tranches of Rs 45 lakh
each. The contributions made by the trust to the
BJP were in 17 tranches. The trust made three
contributions to the Bharat Rashtra Samithi
(BRS), totalling Rs 90 crore. The maximum con-
tribution of Rs 75 crore was made in one trench
to the K Chandrasekhar Rao-led party while
another of Rs 10 crore and yet another of Rs 5

crore were given to the

ruling party in

Telangana. The YSRCP, which is in power in
Andhra Pradesh, received contributions to the
tune of Rs 16 crore in four tranches, with the
maximum being of Rs 12 crore in one go.
Another trust -- Paribartan Electoral Trust -- has
made a contribution of Rs 75 lakh to the BJP.
Electoral trusts, which give donations to political
parties, have to make disclosures before the EC
during the year in accordance with rules.

Haryana state federation
calls for two separate trials
for National Championships

Divya Delhi: Wrestlers in Haryana are in a diffi-
cult position with the state federation announc-
ing two separate trials to pick the team for the
Senior National Championships. The develop-
ment comes in the wake of the IOA ad-hoc panel
announcing the National Championships in
Jaipur from Feb 2-5, and the suspended
Worestling Federation of India (WFI) calling the
move ‘illegal' while planning to hold a separate
National Championships. The tussle for the
administrative control of wrestling in the state
federations has intensified and the wrestlers are
feeling the heat. Harayana Amatuer Wrestling
Association (HAWA) president Rohtash Singh
has announced state trials from Jan 17-18 in
Sonipat, while HAWA general secretary issued a
separate circular calling the state trials to be
conducted in Hisar on January 13 and 14.
Rohtash, who earlier backed the former WFI
president Brij Bhushan Singh's faction, changed
sides before the WFI election in support of the
group backed by the protesting wrestlers and
contested for the post of joint secretary and
lost. Rakesh Singh, on the other hand, has the
backing of the newly-elected WFI.
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MCD hikes property rent in 79
markets by up to 10 times

Among the mar-
kets going to be
impacted by the
increase are RK
Puram, Kamla

Market,
Meharchand,
Andrews Ganj, ,
Nanakpura, Malka
Ganj and Moti
Nagar

Divya Delhi: Municipal
Corporation of Delhi
has issued a public
notice announcing its
decision to increase the
ground rent of proper-
ties transferred from
the land & develop-
ment office (L&DO) in
79 markets.

"The corporation
approved a resolution

in November regarding
the revision of ground
rent in respect of the
properties transferred
from L&DO. The
enhancement of the
ground rent may be fol-
lowed on the similar
lines as adopted by
L&DO," stated the pub-

lic notice issued by the
administrative officer,
land and estate depart-
ment "For properties
where 0-10 years have
elapsed since revision
has fallen due, a four
times increase in
ground rent will hap-
pen For those proper-

ties where no increase
has happened in 11-20
years, the rise will be
six times, for 21-30
years, it will be eight
times and for proper-
ties where no revision
of rates has happened
in 31-40 vyears, the
increase will be 10

times," stated the pub-
lic notice For those
properties where no
increase has happened
in 11-20 years, the rise
will be six times, for 21-
30 years, it will be eight
times and for proper-
ties where no revision
of rates has happened
in 31-40 vyears, the
increase will be 10
times," stated the pub-
lic notice.

Among the mar-
kets going to be impact-
ed by the increase are
RK  Puram (Mohan
Singh Place), Kamla
Market, Meharchand,
Andrews Ganj,
Sriniwaspuri, Sewa
Nagar, Nizamuddin
East, Jangpura, Tilak
Nagar, Nanakpura,
Gaffar Market, Ramesh
Nagar, Malka Ganj and
Moti Nagar.

Blood not for sale, charge processing
cost only, DCGI tells blood banks

Divya Delhi: The Drugs
Controller General of
India banned all charges
on blood units, except
supply and processing
costs. DCGI has sent out
a letter stating this to
drug controller cum
licensing authorities in
all states and Union ter-
ritories. Referring to the

meeting of  Drugs
Consultative
Committee held in

September last vyear,
DCGI wrote, "It was rec-
ommended with
respect of agenda No.
18 of ATR point 3, for
overcharging of blood,
it was opined that blood
is not for sale, it is only
for supply and only pro-

cessing cost may be
charged by a blood cen-
tre."DCGI has also asked
the drug controller cum
licensing authorities to
direct all blood centres
to adhere to the revised
guidelines for recovery
of processing charges.
When a person donates
blood, it is not trans-
fused into a patient
directly. The donated
blood, referred to as
whole blood, is
processed in centrifuges

to separate it into trans-
fusable components.
This includes red cells,
platelets and plasma.
The exercise is referred
to as blood processing
and a cost is incurred on
this. Centre released a
guideline in 2022 stat-
ing that private blood
banks cannot charge
more than Rs 1,550 for
processing whole
blood. Processing
charges for packed red
cells, fresh frozen plas-
ma, and platelet con-
centrate all of which are
required for transfusion
in patients have been
capped at Rs 1,550, Rs
400, Rs 400 respectively
for private labs.

LG directs DMs to spend a night at
Delhi’s villages

Divya Delhi. The LG’s
orders came after he
held consultations with
over 500 villagers from
180 Delhi villages at Raj
Niwas to discuss the
problems that they
face. Lieutenant gover-
nor (LG) VK Saxena
directed all district
magistrates in Delhi to
spend the night at vil-
lages in the Capital to
get a first-hand account
of the problems faced

by the residents there.
Saxena said his direc-
tions are in line with

Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s call to
take the government to
the doorsteps of peo-
ple.

“Taking forward PM
Narendra Modi's call to
take “Govt at
doorstep”, instructed
DMs of Delhi to spend
nights in all the villages
to understand their
issues  better and
expressed my willing-
ness to do the same.

AAP renominates Sanjay
and selects Maliwal for
the Rajya Sabha

Delhi:
party's political affairs

Divya The
committee, led by
Chief Minister of Delhi
Arvind Kejriwal,
announced the nomi-
nees. The Aam Aadmi
Party (AAP) renomi-
nated sitting lawmak-
ers Sanjay Singh and
ND Gupta for second
terms in the Upper
House and nominated
Swati Maliwal, the
head of the Delhi
Commission for
Women (DCW), to the
Rajya Sabha. Because
of his alleged involve-
ment in corruption
related to the Delhi
excise policy
2021-2022, Singh is
incarcerated. The
party claims the mat-
ter, which is being
looked into by the
Enforcement
Directorate and the
Central Bureau of
Investigation, is the

result of a "political
vendetta," and he has
refuted all of the alle-
gations.

The party's political
affairs committee, led
by national convener
of the AAP Arvind
Kejriwal, the chief
minister of Delhi,
announced the nomi-
nees for the Upper
House. For the first
time, DCW
Chairperson Swati
Maliwal has received a
nomination.

In a state-
ment, the party said,
"The PAC has decided
to support Sanjay
Singh and ND Gupta
for their respective
second terms as Rajya
Sabha members."But
Sushil Kumar Gupta,
the AAP's Haryana
state president and
current Rajya Sabha
MP, has been
removed.

Women government employees
can now nominate children over
spouse for pension

Divya Delhi. The
Union  government
has now amended the
Central Civil Services
(Pension) Rules of
2021, in order to
allow women govern-
ment servants and
pensioners to nomi-
nate their children for
receiving family pen-
sion over their
spouse, if at the time
of their death, any
proceedings for
divorce, domestic vio-
lence, or dowry
demands happen to
be pending against
the said spouse. Till
now, the rules provid-
ed for the family pen-
sion to first go to the
surviving spouse and
the children became
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eligible to receive it
only after the death
of the spouse. As a
result, several women
officials and pension-
ers were asking if it
was possible to nomi-
nate children before
the spouse in cases
where divorce pro-
ceedings are under-
way or domestic vio-
lence cases are pend-
ing against the
spouse.

Divya Delhi: About
32% of posts at Delhi
Pollution Control
Committee (DPCC) are
vacant. Those occupied
have nearly 50% con-
tractual staff. These
details were shared by
the agency in response
to an RTI query filed by
an environmental
activist.DPCC, which
implements pollution-
related norms, has 344
approved posts, of
which 234 are filled. Of
these, 111 are regular
employees and 122
contractual The agency
has no data on total
staff recruited since
2014, revealed the RTI
query.

Over whether any let-
ter was sent to Delhi
government to
increase the staff of
DPCC or to fill up the
vacancies, DPCC
replied that the "mat-
ter is under process"
for Group A employees.
For the Group B
employees, the letter
has been sent to Delhi

MCD finalising
road network
plans for three
illegal colonies

Divya Delhi. The MCD
town planning depart-
ment has published the
map plans proposing
road widening in these
colonies for seeking
public feedback The
Municipal Corporation
of Delhi (MCD) is in the
process of finalising the
road network plans for
three  unauthorised
colonies in the Capital.
These road network
plans, will be the first
step in regularising the
approximately 1,800
unauthorised colonies
in Delhi. A senior
municipal official said
that draft plans for the
regularisation of the
three colonies — Khirki
Extension in south
Delhi, East Azad Nagar

in east Delhi, and
Saroop Nagar
Extension in north

Delhi — have been pre-
pared with the help of
School of Planning and
Architecture . The plan
broadly proposes a
road widening exercise
in these colonies under
three categories of
road — 6m, 9m, and
12m.

A unique exhibition of sarees from all
around the nation is taking place

alongsid

Divya Delhi:
Witnessed by 80,000
people, this vyear's
Republic Day proces-
sion will feature a
unique exhibition of
sarees' from all over
the nation. More than
two thousand sarees
and women's clothing
will be on show behind
the tourist centers
along the Kartavya
Path, bringing vibrancy
to the lavish event.
According to sources,
the culture ministry—
which is integral to the
cultural initiatives
along the Kartavya
Path—is spearheading
this.They also men-

e the R-Day

tioned that clothes,
including sarees, were
being brought from
every state and U.T.
"Anant Sutra," or
sacred strands, is the

o0 e

name given to this

saree exhibit. They
said that this would
align with the govern-
ment's goal of show-
casing the nation's

parade

"Nari  Shakti," or
women's empower-
ment, during the
Republic Day celebra-
tion. During  the
parade this year, there
will be all-women con-
tingents, tableaux, and
performances.

A significant
portion of the crowd
will also be made up of
women, especially
those who are the
beneficiaries of vari-
ous government pro-
grams. The beneficiar-
ies who are women
would be treated as
"special guests," and
their numbers may
reach up to 10,000.
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Subordinate Services
Selection Board. A resi-
dents' forum named
URJA had shared a
report stating that the
agency was Vvirtually
absent in one of the
hotspots of Delhi for
implementation of the
summer action plan
despite several anom-
alies on the ground.
According to the
report, in Wazirpur, a
large number of people
did not see anti-smog

. DPCC DELHI

domain and no teams
were seen monitoring

open burning."Delhi
has been suffering
from pollution for the
last so many years, but
surprisingly, no con-
crete efforts are being
taken to control the
same. DPCC has been
facing a staff crunch for
a long time now and it
is impacting pollution
control measures
across the city,"
claimed Amit Gupta,

guns in their area, who filed the RTI
many large construc- query.Officials of DPCC
tion sites did not dis- did not respond
play the registration despite several
certificate in public attempts.

CARSUIES

To make trip planning easi-
er, One Delhi brings Delhi
Metro and DTC closer
together

.

Divya Delhi: Passengers may now buy tickets for
DTC and Delhi Metro buses using the same app.
The Delhi Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC) has
connected the One Delhi mobile app of the Delhi
government with its ticketing systems.Anuj
Dayal, principal executive director, corporate
communications, DMRC, stated that "the inte-
gration of issuing QR tickets for Metro and DTC
buses through One Delhi app will add one more
channel for issuing Delhi Metro tickets and will
facilitate commuters to use one single app for
booking both metro and bus tickets." He contin-
ued by saying that this strategic alliance will pro-
vide travelers with a one-stop shop for all of their
transit needs, making riding the Delhi Metro
even more convenient. The software provides
integrated bus and metro route planning in addi-
tion to ticketing."The One Delhi smartphone app
will create a detailed itinerary that smoothly
integrates both forms of transportation based on
your chosen starting point and destination.
According to a DMRC spokesman, "This feature
eliminates the need to switch between multiple
apps or consult different sources for bus and
metro schedules." The official went on to say
that the integration of DMRC's ticketing services
into the app is a big step forward in the city's
development of a more integrated and effective
urban transportation system.

RWA scheme for tax rebate
to kick off

Divya Delhi: Aimed at benefiting all registered
RWAs and group housing societies, MCD is set to
launch a redesigned Sahbhagita Scheme. The
registration process for the scheme will continue
until March 31. The benefits of the scheme
include the allocation of 10% of the total proper-
ty tax collected from an area towards incentive
to RWAs or group housing societies, provided at
least 90% of the residents are property tax com-
pliant. Further, an additional 5% of the total
property tax collected will be allocated towards
wet waste disposal Incentive if the residents con-
tribute to 100% waste segregation at source,
100% composting, recycling of dry waste, and
handling over the remaining dry waste to autho-
rised agencies, said an official.
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EDITORIAL

Divya Delhi

2024: Global
Election Fest

Divya Delhi. 2024 will be a historic election
year, when democracy will undergo a major
test with elections in approximately 70 coun-
tries including the United States, India, Mexico
and South Africa. More than 3.7 billion voters
will head to the polls, and their results may
have global impact and ramifications The cur-
rent year will be the greatest year for democra-
cy and democratic institutions worldwide. The
greatest power in the world (the United States),
the most-populous country (India), the biggest
trading bloc (the European Union), the largest
Muslim country (Indonesia), the largest
Spanish-speaking country (Mexico) and the ter-
ritory that is the most contentious one
between the two superpowers of this century
(Taiwan), all will hold elections in 2024. A total
of more than 3.7 billion inhabitants around 70
countries — or almost half of the global popula-
tion — will head to cast their votes in either
presidential or legislative elections in the com-
ing year. The verdict of these polls may have
profound consequences on the lives of people
and on a world that is going through a turbu-
lent time, with on-going brutal wars in Ukraine
and Gaza, as the West seems falling into
decline, with no clear alternative. On a geopo-
litical level, this electoral jamboree might have
a major impact. Major disruptive results
include the return of Donald Trump to the
White House, a third consecutive victory in
Taiwan by candidates that Beijing considers
hostile, or a consolidation of the extreme right
in the European Union, all of which could lead
to far-reaching consequences. In addition to
these, other elections to watch out for include
the potential presidential elections in
Venezuela to those in Ukraine, from Indonesia
to South Africa and Mexico, besides the United
Kingdom — where a substantial change of
course would not be expected regardless of the
outcome. However, what might be the worri-
some aspect of these elections is the litmus
test which democracy will undergo. Surveys by
different international think tanks and insti-
tutes indicate dissatisfaction with the present-
day working of democratic institutions — a sen-
timent common throughout the nations of the
west — meaning, the US and Europe — even
though they see themselves as democracy’s
home ground. A recent Ipsos opinion poll in
western countries found a widespread belief
that current democratic systems favour the rich
and powerful and ignore everyone else.
Freedom House, the independent, US-based
watchdog concluded in its 2023 report that the
Global Freedom Index declined for the 17th
consecutive year. The principle of free speech,
essential to a fully functioning democracy, is
also under attack. Paradoxically, this unprece-
dented vote-fest comes at a moment when
classic forms of liberal democracy are under
existential attack from authoritarians and dicta-
tors such as China’s Xi Jinping and Russia’s
Vladimir Putin, far-right nationalist-populist
parties such as in Austria, Hungary and
Scandinavia, and military coup plotters and
Islamists from Venezuela to Chad. Yet the
report said while 35 countries experienced
declines in political rights and civil liberties, 34
saw overall gains. Autocrats were neither infal-
lible nor unbeatable. The geopolitical and eco-
nomic impacts of so many ballot box battles,
occurring more or less at once, may
combine to further destabilise an
unstable world — for good or
bad. The European continent
will see elections in Austria,
Belgium, Croatia and Finland,
as well as for the European
Parliament in June.

Farmers will receive a fair price when
cooperative sugar mills are revived

KP Malik

It appears that long-stand-
ing problems with sugar
mill income taxes are begin-
ning to be resolved. In fact,
payments made to sugar-
cane farmers by coopera-
tive sugar mills prior to the
assessment year 2016-17
will be allowed to be
claimed as expenditures,
thanks to the Union Budget
2023-2024 and the efforts
of Cooperation Minister
Amit Shah and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi,
who are working to resolve
income tax-related issues
that have been hanging
over for decades. In section
155 of the Income-tax Act,
a new sub-section 19 (1)
has been added in response
to this. In July 2023, CBDT
released Standard
Operating Procedures relat-
ed to this as well. The

have benefited by Rs
46,524 crore as a result,
resolving long-standing
income tax difficulties. The
state's farmers will benefit
from this. Additionally, the
government has decided
that cooperative sugar mills
will not be required to pay
extra income taxes when
they give farmers greater
payments for their sugar-
cane, up to the State
Advised Price or a fair and
remunerative price. With
the help of this provision,
cooperative sugar mills will
be able to offer their mem-
bers a greater price for sug-
arcane and will be exempt
from income tax on the cost
of paying this higher price.
According to the explana-
tion released in October
2021, this clause has been
in effect since April 2016
and has been providing
member farmers with ben-
efits through cooperative
sugar mills.

The government's deci-
sion will also compel the
commercial sugar mills to
pay the farmers a reason-
able price. As a result, the
government is taking sugar-
cane growers' interests into
consideration when making
this decision. 10, 000 crore
through NCDC to improve
Cooperative Sugar Mills A

has been introduced by the
Ministry of Cooperation.
The Government of India is
contributing a grant of Rs.
With this award, NCDC will
be able to lend cooperative
sugar mills up to ten thou-
sand crore rupees. The
cooperative sugar mills will
have the option of using for
working capital, ethanol
plant establishment, cogen-
eration plant establish-
ment, or all three tasks. The
NCDC has sanctioned more
than Rs. 3010.57 crore for
24 cooperative sugar mills
thus far. Additionally, when
it comes to purchasing
ethanol and establishing
CROGEN power plants, the
Central Government is
favoring cooperative sugar
mills. It appears that the
Petroleum Ministry will put
cooperative Choni mills on
par with commercial com-
panies for ethanol purchase
under the ethanol blading
program. Additionally, work
is being done to create
Kojan power stations pow-
ered by bagasse from sug-
arcane. These actions will
boost cooperative sugar
mills' revenue and company
operations. The GST rate on
molasses has been lowered
from 28% to 5% in order to
support cooperative sugar
mills. By October 2023, the

have more liquidity as a
result. Since their primary
source of raw materials is
molasses. The decreased
GST will mean that they
need less working capital.
Higher margin distilleries
are being developed by
cooperative sugar mills
without ethanol or distill-
ery operations. You can sell
it to make extra money. As
a result, the RBI made a
number of significant deci-
sions to alleviate the chal-
lenges that cooperative
banks were facing in con-
ducting business. The Prime
Minister and Cooperation
Minister Amit Shah led the
central government's
attempt to address these
issues.

Now, in order to grow
their company, urban coop-
erative banks are allowed
to create new branches.
Like commercial banks,
cooperative banks will like-
wise be allowed to pay off
debts in full. Urban cooper-
ative banks have been
given additional deadlines
to meet the targets for pri-
ority sector lending (PSL).
To facilitate regular com-
munication between RBI
and Urban Co-operative
Banks, a nodal officer has
been designated. The coop-
erative banks now have the

Customers of urban coop-
erative banks are now able
to access financial services.
For both rural and urban
cooperative banks, the
maximum amount for per-
sonal house loans has been
raised by more than twice.
With the new criteria, rural
cooperative banks can now
diversify their business by
lending to the residential
housing and commercial
real estate industries. As of
now, cooperative banks are
CGTMSE Member Lending
Institutions (MLIs). As a
result, the member cooper-
ative banks can now receive
risk coverage for loans of
up to 85%. Additionally,
cooperative banks will now
offer loans to businesses in
the cooperative sector
without the need for collat-
eral.

In actuality, the RBI
approved on April 5, 2023.
By tying the license fee to
the volume of transactions,
the circular has lowered the
cost of onboarding on
cooperative banks' contem-
porary Aadhaar Enabled
Payment System (AePS). In
addition, the facility will be
provided without charge to
cooperative financial insti-
tutions for the first three
months of the pre-produc-
tion phase. Farmers will

National

cooperative sugar

Federation
Cooperative Sugar Factories
Limited study states that
mills

of new initiative called 'Grant-
NCDC for

in-Aid  to
Strengthening

Cooperative Sugar

Mills' just 5%.

Bangladesh elections have pitted
the West against Sheikh Hasina,
But she has Modi’s support

The Bangladesh elec-
tions seem to be virtu-
ally a done deal, with
Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina likely to be re-
elected for a fourth
straight term when the
polls are held on 7
January — although this
will be her fifth term as
PM, having been elect-
ed once before in 1996.
The question, then, is
not whether Hasina
will be PM but what
kind of PM she will be.
What should
Bangladesh, its neigh-
bourhood and, indeed,
the world, expect from
her rule over the next
five years? At least the
Western  world s
already positioning
itself — mostly against
her. On the other end
of the spectrum lies
Russia — as if to under-
line the fact that inter-
national diplomacy has

been split wide open,
at least since the
Ukraine war — which
has openly criticised
the West for instigating
an “Arab Spring” in
Bangladesh. Meaning,
according to Moscow,
on the pretext of suing
for democracy,
Western nations are
trying to unseat an
elected government.
Some of the charges
are startling. It seems
that a diplomat in the
US mission in Dhaka,
Matthew Bay, met
Jamaat-e-Islami leader
Syed Abdullah
Muhammad Taher on
the US embassy prem-
ises, to discuss the
political situation in
Bangladesh just a cou-
ple of months before
the polls.

You could argue
that the Americans — or
at least, the Democrat

Party — seem particu-
larly oblivious to the
lessons of history. Back
in 1971, the US sided
with Pakistan against
the creation of
Bangladesh because
Pakistan was giving the
Americans access to
the Chinese leadership,
in the hope that Beijing
would neutralise the
powerful Soviets — and
wilfully ignored the fact
that the Jamaat had
sided with the Pakistan
Army and against its

own people.
It collaborated in the
assassination of

Bangabandhu Sheikh

Mujibur  Rahman in
1975, allied with
General Ziaur

Rahman’s Bangladesh
Nationalist Party and
has since openly col-
luded with organisa-
tions that openly target
Hasina.

Modi’s return to office in 2019 was one of
the biggest pro-incumbency

The countdown for elections

Charisma intact

weakness. There is no face in

tested the election in his

government plans to lower
the 28 percent GST current-
of ly applied to sugarcane to
Distilleries will

to the 18th Lok Sabha has
started, and all estimates
suggest Narendra Modi will
return to 7, Lok Kalyan Marg
with an absolute majority.
While the Opposition parties
are trying to put up a united
front to stop Modi, the
attempts to unite are limited
to parties meeting at various
locations in the country and
dispersing without arriving
at any concrete agenda.
Opposition disunity apart,
there are several factors that
make Narendra Modi’s re-
election as Prime Minister
imminent.
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In the post-Independence
electoral history of India,
there has been no mass
leader whose popularity has
soared consistently like that
of Narendra Modi. Today, no
other leader can match up to
Modi’s ‘image’ and ‘leader-
ship’. ‘Brand Modi’ evokes a
trust among people that the
country has not seen in the
past, or the present. The
absence of any other credi-
ble face is a major reason
why BJP’s return to power is
assured. What constitutes
the BJP’s biggest strength is
the opposition’s biggest

the parties trying to take on
the BJP that garners the kind
of confidence Modi instils in
the people. The fact alone
sets the BJP ahead in the
race against the rest.
Because of Modi’s leadership
and his charisma, a large sec-
tion of the country joined
the BJP after 2014. This was
the reason that in the 2019
general elections, the BIJP
achieved its best vote per-
centage.

The result was a big stamp
of approval of the people on
Prime Minister Modi
because the party had con-

name, taking to voters the
development work initiated
under him.While other gov-
ernments have suffered anti-
incumbency, Modi’s return
to office in 2019 was one of
the biggest pro-incumbency
mandates in the country’s
history. While the Congress
has returned to power in the
past, it has either been in the
initial years of Independence
when no opposition to
Congress existed, or due to a
sympathy wave as in the case
of the 1984 victory in the
aftermath of Indira Gandhi’s
assassination.
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they

authority to relocate their
offices or build additional
branches and ATMs while
are at

home.

soon be able to bank on
their figure print from the
comfort of their own homes
thanks to this.

Attack on democracy !

Indira Gandhi and her
government allowed
the demonstration and
did not suspend or iso-
late any MP. But Indira
Gandhi still showed her
Hitlerism. Not like an
opposition-free cam-
paign. Indira Gandhi
imprisoned several
opposition leaders dur-
ing the Emergency. The
Centre's Congress gov-
ernment  suspended
numerous state govern-
ments. By suspending
his own state govern-
ment once, he proved
that no one will be for-
given if the state gov-
ernment does not rule
or makes an unconstitu-
tional mistake. Is it? It
seems to me that oppo-
sition MPs will govern if
there are any. One won-
ders why opposition
party leaders are sitting
on their hands despite a
record-breaking opposi-
tion streak given how
the Modi government is
functioning in
Parliament or in opposi-
tion. Are they anti-gov-
ernment? Atal Bihari
Vajpayee, the then-
leader of the opposition
Bharatiya Janata Party,
attacked the Indira
Gandhi government for
raising petrol and diesel
prices in 1973,
approaching Parliament
in a bullock cart. India's
Prime Minister was
Indira Gandhi. At that
time, no one consid-
ered anyone other than
Indira Gandhi for Prime
Minister, just as no one

does  today  with
Narendra Modi.

Additionally, dividing
Pakistan into two halves
made him famous
worldwide. As India's
strongest Prime

Minister, she was called
Iron Lady. With the oil

problem and the gov-
ernment's need for rev-
enue, taxing it may or
may not be the demo-
cratic value of a parlia-
ment without opposi-
tion. That in the coming
days, either there will
be no or to suspend the
one who has the sup-
port to question the
current NDA govern-
ment, it seems that the
BJP's agenda is to rule
the country? The way
the Modi government
suspended MPs from
Parliament during the
winter session in the
last few days was shock-
ing. On December 14,
14 MPs were suspend-
ed on the opening day
of the session. Thirteen
Lok Sabha and one
Rajya Sabha MPs are
suspended. On
December 18, 45 Lok
Sabha and 33 Rajya
Sabha MPs were sus-
pended.

On December 19, 49
Lok Sabha MPs were
suspended. Next day,
December 20, two Lok
Sabha MPs were sus-
pended. Over the past
two-and-a-half years,
143 MPs have been sus-
pended till December
20. The Modi govern-
ment has suspended
R ahul
Gandhi,
Azam Khan,
Sharad
Pawar,
Raghav
Chadha, and
Sanjay Singh
from both
Houses.
They include
Rahul
Gandhi.
Raghav
Chadha was

reinstated
by the
Supreme

Court. The 143 sus-
pended MPs include
109 Lok Sabha and 34
Rajya Sabha members.
Most of these MPs were
suspended for disrupt-
ing Parliament security,
while TMC MP Kalyan
Banerjee was punished
for imitating Rajya
Sabha Chairman and
Vice President Jagdeep
Dhankhar. | don't think
the administration
should fear opposition
questioning. The gov-
ernment fears what? In
3.5 decades, Parliament
has laughed a lot at
impersonation without
hurting anyone. After
the heated argument,
commotion, and attack
in Parliament, all MPs,
ministers, the Prime
Minister, Chairman, and
other significant per-
sons laughed, ate, and
spoke over tea in the
Central Hall in all prior
governments.
Journalists often told us
that the hubbub in
Parliament between
parties and the opposi-
tion was political. In
truth, both are one,
which is how those
images were printed,
showing both presi-
dents happy and smil-
ing.
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Divya Delhi

Darjeeling tea production

falls 9% in 2023 to lowest
levelin6y

Divya
Darjeeling tea produc-
tion in 2023 is estimat-
ed to be the lowest in
over 50 years, with an
expected decline to
6.1-6.3 million kg. This
is a decrease of at
least 9% compared to
the previous year. The
decline in production
is attributed to factors
such as the closure of
10 gardens in
Darjeeling and a short-
age of workers affect-
ing tea plucking.
Industry players also
noted a decline in
average price realisa-
tion during auctions,
although this may not
accurately reflect pro-
ducers' earnings.
"Generally, December
is a lean month for tea
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@® The
December
2023 figures
are yet to
come but it
will not make
much differ-
ence," CTTA
secretary gen-
eral Kalyan
Sundaram
said

production. In 2022, it
was only 60,000 kg in
December. The
December 2023 fig-
ures are yet to come
but it will not make
much difference,"
CTTA secretary general
Kalyan Sundaram said.

ears
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The output in 2023 is
expected to be the
lowest since 3.2 mil-
lion kg in 2017. "But
2017 was not a normal
year. There was a
strike that affected
production," said
Sandip  Mukherjee,
adviser, Darjeeling Tea
Association. What has
come as a further blow
is a decline in average
price realisation dur-
ing auctions.
Compared to 2022,
prices fell 7.6% to Rs
315 a kg the lowest
since 2015, when it
was Rs 290 a kg.
Industry players, how-
ever, said the average
realisation may not be
the best indicator of
how much producers
are earning.

Fintech company MobiKwik
intends to raise 700 crore and has
refiled its IPO papers with SEBI

Divya Delhi: One
MobiKwik Systems Ltd.,
a unicorn fintech compa-
ny, has once again filed
documents for an initial
share sale in an attempt
to collect up to 700
crore, just over two
years after shelving its
IPO proposal. But com-
pared to the 1,900 crore
it had suggested when it
filed the draft docu-
ments  the amount to
be generated through
the Initial Public Offering
(IPO) is significantly
less.Peak XV Partners-
backed One Mobikwik
Systems Ltd. is now
attempting to raise 700
crore through a new
share offering, as per the
Draft Red Herring

Prospectus (DRHP) sub-
mitted A pre-IPO place-
ment of up to 140 crore
worth of the company's
securities may be con-
templated. Should such
a placement be made,
the next issue's size will
be diminished.
According to the draft
papers, 250 crore of the
proceeds from the new
offer will go toward
financing expansion in

the financial services
industry, while 135 crore
will support the pay-
ment services sector.In
addition, 135 crore will
be allocated for invest-
ments in data, product
and technology,
machine learning and
artificial  intelligence,
and 70.28 crore would
be used for capital
expenditures related to
the payment devices
business and general
corporate
reasons.Through  the
book-building process,
the offer is being made,
with at least 75% of the
issue being available for
distribution to eligible
institutional buyers.

Ola Electric wins 40% share in Dec

Divya Delhi. Ola
Electric stormed past
the 40% market share
milestone in electric
two- wheeler sales in
December, driven by
deep discounts and an
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extensive offering of
aggressively priced e-
scooters at multiple
price points. The com-
pany offered discounts
nearing 18% or 20,000

on the S1 X+ electric
scooter, its cheapest
offering in the market,
as it moved to grab a
larger share of the e-
two-wheeler market

ahead of a potential
public listing early this
year. While there were
negligible discounts on
the TVS iQube and
Bajaj Chetak after the
festive season, Hero's
Vida V1 and Ather's 450
range of scooters had
cash discounts of just
26,500, according to a
report by  Motilal
Oswal.

GST departments on an overdrive with

notices and summons

Divya Delhi

But tax notices have been
issued to companies across
sectors from consumer
durables and smartphones to
insurance and banking to
online gaming and service
providers. What has left India
Inc worried is not just the mul-
tiplicity of notices, lack of uni-
form process, poor coordina-
tion between Centre and state
tax authorities, and even
understanding in the case of
certain tax officials of the VAT
(value-Added Tax) era.
Concerns around interpreta-
tion also exist as such notices
mostly pertain to the initial
implementation phase of GST,
when there were several
teething troubles and constant
tweaks in policy decisions.

@ Sending show
cause notices for
FY 2017-18,
which was the
first year of the
GST regime

After sector-specific probes,
the scope of the notices over
the past few months expanded
to cover “underpayment” of
tax, “incorrect availment of
input tax credit” and “reconcil-
iations differences” between
returns filed and financials.
This picked up pace before the
end of three-year limitation
period on September 30 for
sending show cause notices for
FY 2017-18, which was the first

year of the GST regime. The
limitation period begins after
the filing of annual returns for
the year to which the demand
is related. Deadlines for filing
annual returns had been
repeatedly extended during
the initial GST phase and later
during the COVID-19 pandem-
ic, hence, the limitation period
for 2017-18 was also extended
till September 30 this year.
Notices have also been sent for
subsequent years from FY19 to
FY22. Dabur India, LIC, Bajaj
Allianz, ICICI Prudential, Star
Health and Allied Insurance,
Maruti Suzuki, Akzo Nobel,
Sheela Foam and ICICI
Lombard General Insurance
are among companies that
have received notices or tax
demands.

CAPSULLES 4

29,000 firms, 44,000 cr GST
evasion exposed in fake
invoice crackdown

Divya Delhi: Finance Ministry on Sunday report-
ed that over 29,000 fake firms were identified
and over 44000 crores of GST tax evasion detect-
ed in a nationwide drive over 7 % months. The
Ministry disclosed the results of a special drive to
identify non-existent/bogus registrations and
issue fake invoices without any underlying supply
of goods and services. The drive started in mid-
May last year. “A total of 29,273 bogus firms
involved in suspected ITC evasion of 44,015 crore
have been detected. This has saved 4,646 crore of
which 3,802 crore is by blocking ITC and 844
crore is by way of recovery. So far, 121 arrests
have been made in the cases,” a finance ministry
statement said. All Central and State tax adminis-
trations launched a special All-India Drive on May
16, 2023, to detect suspicious/fake GSTINs, con-
duct requisite verification, and take further reme-
dial action to weed out fake billers from the GST
ecosystem and safeguard government revenue.
Based on detailed data analytics and risk param-
eters, GSTN identified fraudulent GSTINs for State
and Central Tax authorities in the drive. It was
planned that details of such identified suspicious
GSTINSs, jurisdiction-wise, would be shared with
the concerned State/Central Tax administration
to initiate a verification drive and conduct neces-
sary action. If, after detailed verification, it is
found that the taxpayer is non-existent and ficti-
tious, action will be initiated for suspension and
cancellation of the taxpayer’s registration.
Further, the matter may be examined for blocking
the input tax credit in the Electronic Credit

Ledger.

New e-comm hubs: Parts of Hindi heart-

land, northeast with ease and are comfort

Divya Delhi:
Northeast and parts
of the Hindi heart-

land are emerging as
the new e-commerce
hotspots, fuelling the
next wave of growth
for the estimated
over S80 billion
industry, according to
a recent study jointly
conducted by con-
sulting firm Kearney
and Meesho.

Helped by ris-
ing disposable
incomes and con-
sumer appetite for
varied options and
styles, cities like
Varanasi, Allahabad,
Gorakhpur, Noida,

Jamshedpur and
Ranchi are increas-
ingly taking to online
shopping. The trend
is also in part being
driven by the restrict-
ed presence of offline
retail in some regions
in the northeast for
instance, geographi-
cal build of certain
areas makes it diffi-
cult for offline retail-
ers to set up shops.
Imphal, Agartala,

Silchar and Shillong
are among cities in
the northeast which
are home to digitally
savvy consumers
who can navigate
online apps with ease
and are comfortable
shopping online.
"Consumers in north-
eastern states have
been early adopters
of many modern
trends, including the
Korean cultural wave
(K-fashion, K-drama,
Korean skincare).
Evolving demand
there is typically not
serviced well by the
limited presence of
retail, which encour-

ages digitally astute
consumers to shop
online," an analyst
said.

] E-commerce play-
ers, who largely
catered to consumers
in metros and tier-1
cities in their initial
phase of expansion,
have been building
capabilities to service
tier-2 regions and
beyond, where sever-
al customers with
large wallets are
more than willing to
spend on a range of
online products to
avail the convenience
of doorstep deliveries
that e-tail offers.

Saudi oil price cut to offer
India room for better deals

Divya Delhi: Saudi
Aramco cut OSP (official
selling price) of flagship
Arab Light crude for Asia
to their lowest in 27
months, a move that
can work well for India if
it prompts oil to slide
further to boost
prospects of cheaper
fuel for consumers and
keep the energy import
bill  from bloating.
Aramco slashed the OSP
by S2 per barrel for
February shipments,
marking the second
consecutive reduction
after the $1.5 per barrel
discount announced in
December for January
loading. The world's
largest oil exporter also
pruned prices for North
America, North West
Europe and the
Mediterranean.  The
Saudi move is seen as a
bid to protect market
share amid onslaught
from rival producers.
Asia is important as it is
considered the growth
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China and India the
world's second and
third- largest oil con-
sumers, respectively.
Saudi Arabia sees a seri-
ous competition from
the US fracking boom as
shale oil found its way
into Asia around 2017.
The tectonic shift in the
global energy flow
sparked by Moscow's
invasion of Ukraine in
February 2022 and
emergence of new sup-
pliers in South America
and Africa poses a big-
ger challenge. India and
China have been lap-
ping up the Russian bar-

tions and banking curbs
on Moscow made pay-
ments difficult. Before
the war, Russia account-
ed for less than 1% of
India's  oil imports.
Today, it has replaced
Saudi Arabia as the sec-
ond-biggest supplier on
the back of hefty dis-
counts. China and India
account for 80% of
Russian oil exports.
Russia's gain has come
at  Saudi  Arabia's
expense as the dis-
counts by Russian sell-
ers, an opaque shipping
system and elevated
prices kept the oil flow-

Indian single malts pip foreign brands in
sales, overtake global giants for 1st time

@ '"Indiais a
fast-growing mar-
ket and very
diverse, with the
younger audience
experimenting and
gravitating
towards niche
products"

Divya Delhi: Move over
Glenlivet, Macallan, Lagavulin
and Talisker - it's now time for
homegrown single malts,
whose sales have for the first
time overtaken those produced
by the global giants. Early esti-
mates prepared by industry
body Confederation of Indian
Alcoholic Beverage Companies
(CIABC) show that Indian single
malts have cornered a share of
around 53% of total sales in
2023. Of the total sales of
around 6,75,000 cases (of nine
litres each) of single malts in
India last year, around 3,45,000
cases were retailed by Indian-

Scottish and others. "In our
estimate, the local brands grew
by around 23% in 2023, while
the imported ones grew at a
more conservative 11%. This is
a milestone," Vinod Giri, direc-
tor-general of CIABC, told T8OI.
The numbers are seen as a
milestone for homegrown play-
ers. "It's not everyday that such
a feat is achieved. From being
mocked around till just a
decade-and-a-half back, Indian
whisky makers have come a
long way as they are now sec-
ond to none in terms of quality
and refinement," says
Thrivikram Nikam, joint MD of
Amrut Distilleries. The craze for

malts mainly from Scotland, to
join the party launching local
brands. Diageo had introduced
the Godawan in 2022, while
Pernod recently launched its

first  Indian malt
Longitude 77.

"India is a fast-growing market
and very diverse, with the
younger audience experiment-
ing and gravitating towards
niche products. Consumers
want new stuff, and there is a
lot of value in newness," says
Kartik Mohindra, chief market-
ing officer at Pernod India. Paul
P John, chairman of John
Distilleries that makes its single
malts in Goa, says the foreign

single

rels shunned by western ing in spite of the G7 o - 'Made in India' brands has brands are "panicking now" as
engine for global oil buyers since the price cap of $60 per bar- origin makers, ~while the prompted Diageo and Pernod Indian comp:nies gro%/v bigger .
demand because of Ukraine war as sanc- rel. remaining 3,30,000 were by Ricard which source their single
o0 e
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BYD overtakes
Tesla Tas biggest EV
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Divya Delhi. These figures
underscore the challenges
Tesla will likely face this
year, from competitors
keen to capitalize on the
growing demand for
EVs.Tesla's stock slipped
after the news was
announced, before
regaining ground.As well
as besting Tesla in pure
electric vehicle sales, BYD
sold more than 400,000
plug-in hybrid electric
vehicles in the fourth
quarter. In total, it sold
more than three million
passenger vehicles last
year However, Tesla was
still the top seller of EVs
on an annual basis, deliv-
ering more than 1.8 mil-
lion vehicles to customers
in the year to December,
well above BYD's sales fig-
ure of just under 1.6 mil-
lion.
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Nearly 2,000 beneficiaries of
now-cancelled Maulana Azad
fellowship await stipend, hike
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Divya Delhi: It’s been
three months since
Nazia Israr, a PhD
scholar at the
University of Kashmir,
Srinagar, last got her

stipend under the
Maulana Azad
National Fellowship
(MANF) scheme. A

Junior Research Fellow
who got her fellowship
in February 2022, Israr
is also awaiting a hike
in the stipend for the
last six months. But
neither the stipend
nor the hike is forth-
coming, and the finan-
cial strain is impacting
her research work on
development studies.
“We have got the
funds till September.
Since then, we have
neither received the

According to
research fellows,
close to 1,900 bene-
ficiaries in 27 univer-
sities across India
are awaiting
stipends for the last
three months and a
revision of fellow-
ship amount for the
last six months

fellowship amount nor
heard from the
Ministry (of Minority
Affairs) about the hike.
It’s extremely difficult
to carry out our
research due to a
shortage of money.
We have to pay rent

and also travel for
research,” the
Baramulla resident.

She isn’t the only one.
According to research

fellows, close to 1,900
beneficiaries in 27 uni-
versities across India
are awaiting stipends
for the last three
months and a revision
of fellowship amount
for the last six months.
The MANF fellows
claim that while
researchers and doc-
toral students covered
under fellowship from
other ministries such
as education, tribal
affairs, and social jus-
tice and empower-
ment are getting the
increased stipend fol-
lowing a Department
of Science and
Technology (DST)
order in June 2023,
they are yet to hear
about the proposed
increase.

CBSE mandates schools to file
SQAA focusing on curriculum

Divya Delhi: The CBSE
schools have been
directed to file the
annual self-assessment
under the School
Quality Assessment and
Assurance Framework
(SQAAF) which was
introduced in March
2023. This will be the
first year for the schools
to apply for the SQAA
2023-24 to evaluate the
quality enhancement
processes on parame-
ters set under SQAAF.
The schools were
expected to submit the
SQAA report between
April 1 and December
31, 2023, the deadline
was extended to March
31, 2024, as only 40% of
schools submitted the
assessment report.
Speaking to Education

Times, Pragya Singh,
director, school assess-
ment, CBSE, says, “To
maintain the standard of
education, the schools
are being assessed on
curriculum, pedagogy
and assessment, which
carries 40% weightage.
Standards have been
prepared in different
areas of school function-
ing like curriculum, ped-
agogy, assessment,
infrastructure, inclusive
practices, human
resources, management
and governance, leader-
ship, and beneficiary
satisfaction against
which the schools can
assess for quality inter-
ventions.”

Schools have
participated in the self-
assessment in seven

domains through specif-
ic performance indica-
tors (as given under the
standards). The CBSE
has made it mandatory
for all its affiliated
schools that are apply-
ing for fresh
affiliation/switch
over/upgrade/extension
of schools from the ses-
sion 2023-2024 onwards
to submit self-assess-
ment under SQAAF vide
circular no 14 available
on SARAS Portal.
“Schools whose exten-
sion is not due may also
undertake self-assess-
ment as mentioned in
SQAAF portal. The
department will also
review the infrastruc-
ture of a few randomly
selected schools,” says
Singh.

Delhi Nursery Admissions 2024: First
List to Be Released On January 12

Divya Delhi: Private
schools in Delhi are set
to release the first list
of candidates selected
for admission to nurs-
ery, kindergarten (KG),
and Class 1 on January
12 for the academic
year 2024-25. Schools
began disclosing the
final grades given to
each candidate last

Friday as part of the
admissions process,
which began on
November 23. For 25
per cent of the seats at
private schools allotted
to the economically

disadvantaged seg-
ment (EWS), the
Department of

Education (DoE) will
supervise the cen-

tralised online admis-
sions process.
According to officials,
schools will conduct a
draw of lots before
determining the final
list in situations where
two or more students
have similar scores.
The deadline for the
admissions process is
set for March 8.

How UK’s new visa rules will impact Indian

CAPSUILES

CUET PG 2024 Registration,
Application Form, Eligibility

& Fee, Last Date

Divya Delhi: CUET PG 2024 is to be held to deter-
mine students’ efficiency in getting admission
into Central universities for PG courses. The NTA
released CUET PG 2024 exam dates from March
11 to 28, 2024. The due date for registration is
January 24, 2024; it commenced on December
26, 2023. The Central University Entrance Test
(Postgraduate) is an all-Indian entrance exam for
postgraduate programs in Central and participat-
ing universities. The National Testing Agency,
NTA, announced on December 26, 2023, the
opening of registration for CUET PG 2024. The
official CUET PG website, pgcuet.samarth.ac.in, is
where candidates can submit their applications.
Applications must be submitted by January 24,
2024. January 27, 2023, will mark the start of the
rectification window, which ends on January 29,
2023. .

Aishwarya Rai, Amitabh,
Aaradhya Turn Cheerleaders
for Abhishek's Kabaddi Team

Divya Delhi. During a recent match, Aishwarya
Rai, Amitabh Bachchan, and Aaradhya Bachchan
turned cheerleader for Abhishek Bachchan and
his kabaddi team, Jaipur Pink Panthers.
Aishwarya, Amitabh, and Aaradhya attended the
kabaddi match in Mumbai’s Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel Indoor Stadium. They were seated in the
stands with Abhishek and sported Jaipur Pink
Panthers jerseys. Jaipur Pink Panthers was com-
peting against U Mumba.

Science centres to come
dependents

55,000 Indian students were

students, workers & their
@® “In 2022, \ =

around 55,000
Indian students
were studying in
the UK, according to
Indian foreign min-
istry statistics

Divya Delhi: The UK has intro-
duced new student visa rules
that prevent international stu-
dents from bringing their par-
ents, partners or children with
them starting 1 January, unless
they are pursuing a PhD or
postgraduate research courses.
Under the dependent visa,
international students, barring
undergraduates, could bring
their family members, includ-
ing spouses and children, to

the UK. The new restrictions
will impact international stu-
dents at the postgraduate level
and in non-research courses.
The UK has been a favoured
destination for Indian students
seeking higher education
abroad, shows Bureau of
Immigration data.

In 2022, around

studying in the UK, according
to Indian foreign ministry sta-
tistics. UK Home Office data
showed that 1,42,848 spon-
sored study visas were issued
to Indians in the year ending
June 2023 — a 54 percent rise
from the year ending June
2022. Of the 5,00,000 spon-
sored UK study-related visas
issued in June 2023, almost
1,54,000 were granted to stu-
dents’ dependents. Indians
accounted for almost a third of
sponsored UK study visas dur-
ing this time, according to the
UK Home Office. The new rules
also require that those pursu-
ing PhDs must have studied for
at least 24 months before
switching to a work visa, such
as a skilled worker visa.

up at 2 govt ..

Divya Delhi: Delhi gov-
ernment has decided to
set up science centres
at two state-run
schools with exhibits
and interactive models

on virtual reality,
immersive experience,
augmented reality,

holographic projections
and astronomy apart
from physics, chem-
istry, biology and math-
ematics.The science
centres will be located
in schools at Vasant
Vihar and Karol Bagh
The aim of Directorate
of Education (DoE) is to
equip such educational
facilities that provide

an effective method to
students to learn sci-
ence by way of leverag-
ing interactive display
of models and exhibits

that demystify the
modern world of tech-
nology and innova-
tions," said an offi-
cial.Officials said DoE

will soon identify expe-
rienced agencies to
design the rooms and
open areas and the
exhibits and interactive
models at the science
centres.

While technical specifi-
cations of all models
and exhibits will be

framed by the agency
concerned, the final
approval will have to
come from the educa-
tion department. The
total cost of the project
is likely to be about Rs 3
crore. The aim of
Directorate of
Education (DoE) is to
equip such educational
facilities that provide
an effective method to
students to learn sci-
ence by way of leverag-
ing interactive display
of models and exhibits
that demystify the
modern world of tech-
nology and innova-
tions," said an official.

85 lIT-Bombay students

Divya Delhi: Many as
85 IIT Bombay stu-
dents have bagged
cool crore-plus annual
pay packages in the
first phase of place-
ments.Most of the
higher salaries on the
IIT-B campus during
this year's placement
season seem to have
come from the
research and develop-
ment space, the aver-
age annual salary for
which stood at Rs 36.9
lakh, up from the pre-
vious year's Rs 32.25
lakh. In contrast, the
finance sector that is
hogged by algo trading
firms saw a drop of
22% in average yearly
compensation to Rs
32.4 lakh from Rs 41.7
lakh last vyear.Other
sectors, including IT,
software and consult-
ing, saw a marginal rise
in the overall average
pay in the first phase of
campus placements.
"Our students have put
in a lot of effort to
match up to the
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requirements of the
companies.
firms conducted inter-
views online which is
not very easy to crack.
Offers have been stag-
gering and are coming
in small waves.
International recruit-
ment is slow as the
geopolitical scenario is
not favourable and this
is an election year in
India, so many compa-
nies are just adopting a
wait-and- watch poli-
cy," said a placement
officer.

In the first
phase that ended on
December 20, a total
of 63 students accept-
ed international offers.
Most of the interna-
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Many come from Japan,

Taiwan, South Korea,
Netherlands,
Singapore and Hong
Kong. Despite global
and economic uncer-
tainties, lIT-B saw a
total of 1,340 offers
being made till
December 20, which
resulted in 1,188 stu-
dents getting placed.
This included seven
students placed in
PSUs as well as 297
PPOs via internships,
of which 258 were
accepted.

The number of offers
received overall,
though, were lower
than last year's phase
one of placements.

The medical college
canteen offers only
nutritious meal options

Divya Delhi: All AIIMS,
PGIMER, JIPMER, and other
Institutes of National
Importance (INIs) have
received advice from the
Center to make sure that their
college canteens offer healthi-
er options in place of high-fat,
high-sugar beverages and
other items associated with
non-communicable diseases.
The government has recom-
mended whole grains, millets,
and fresh produce as better
substitutes. "Even small steps
can have a huge impact on the
nation's and society's health,"
Dr. Atul Goel, director general
of health services (DGHS),
wrote to medical colleges.
According to Dr. Goel's letter,
non-communicable diseases
(NCDs) are thought to be
responsible for approximately
63% of all deaths in the nation.
Cardiovascular illnesses
accounted for the highest per-
centage of NCD deaths (27%),
followed by malignancies (9%),
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diabetes (3%) and other disor-
ders (13%)."Unhealthy diets,
fast food (such as burgers, piz-
zas etc) and sugary beverages
contribute enormously to the
ever- increasing NCD burden,"
according to the DGHS. A simi-
lar letter advocating for a pro-
hibition on alcohol use at med-

ical conferences was sent by
the DGHS to all medical groups
the previous year. The letter
explained the connections
between alcohol consumption
and a number of illnesses and
injuries, such as cancer, hem-
orrhagic strokes, and liver cir-
rhosis.
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PG med students
to get weekly off,
20 CLs to ensure
work-life balance

Divya Delhi: In a major
overhaul aimed at ensur-
ing work- life balance of
post-graduate (PG) med-
ical students, National
Medical Commission
(NMC) has decided that all
PG students will be eligi-
ble for a weekly off and at
least 20 days of casual
leave per year.The gazette
notification issued on
January 1, however, did
not define "work hours"
for resident doctors,
which has been a demand
of associations across the
country It mentions that
doctors have to work for
“reasonable working
hours" and that they will
be provided "reasonable
time for rest" in a day."We
have been raising the
issue of defining mini-
mum and maximum work-
ing hours for a long time.
It is sad that this crucial
issue hasn't been
addressed properly in the
new notification," said
Aviral Mathur, president
of the Federation of
Resident Doctors
Association (Forda).
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Janhvi says she was disappointed when
"Bawaal" was released on OTT

Divya Delhi: Janhvi
Kapoor recently dis-
cussed the negative
reception her latest
movie, "Bawaal,"
received. In 2023, it
was made available on
the OTT platform.
During a recent inter-
view, the actress dis-
closed that she had
placed all her hopes in
one basket and antici-
pated that 'Bawaal’
would elevate her
career.Janhvi stated
that she pinned
'Bawaal' a lot in an
interview with Film
Companion. To be
able to shoot that
movie, she battled for
her dates. She had hurt

her shoulder, which
was the reason
"Mahi," the movie she
was filming, was
already behind sched-
ule. The actress

believed that this was
her. The most well-
known works by Nitesh
Tiwari are "Dangal"
and "Chhichhore."
Both of them were
huge hits at the box
office. Janhvi also
acknowledged that she
hasn't yet produced a
big commercial smash,
but she hopes that her
debut Telugu film,

When Manoj who inspired '12th
Fail' met Vidhu Vinod Chopra, wept

Divya Delhi. Manoj
Kumar and Shraddha
Joshi, on whom '12th
Fail' is based, were a
part of a script-reading
session for the film.
Vidhu Vinod Chopra
shared a glimpse of the
emotional moment
through an Instagram
video.

“12th Fail’ has been win-

"Devara," starring Jr.
NTR, would alter that.
She was getting to per-
form, and it wasn't just
Varun and Nitesh
Tiwari or Sajid
Nadiadwala or her. She
filled her basket with
all of her eggs. The first
'fhatka' was that the

ning the hearts of the
audience, both in the-
atres and on OTT. Based
on Anurag Pathak’s
novel, the film is about
a man who failed his
12th standard exam but
managed to clear the
UPSC (Union Public
Service Commission)
through sheer hard-
work.

movie ended up being
the kind that the pro-
ducers thought
belonged on an over-
the-top platform. She
was hoping for num-
bers from that movie
in addition to valida-
tion, so this was a huge
blow to her.

Kareena to Join KGF Star Yash in

Toxic, To Make Her Kannada Debut

Divya Delhi: Kareena
Kapoor is set to star with
Yash in his upcoming
film Toxic. Yash
announced his new film
last year and revealed
the title in December.
While details about the
film are still under the
wraps, a new report has
claimed that Kareena
will be seen in the lead-
ing role in the film. If the
rumour is true, this will
mark Kareena’s Kannada
film debut.According to
Filmfare, director Geetu
Mohandas and Yash are
likely to make the
announcement of
Kareena joining the star-
cast in the coming days.
It is also said that the
filming of the movie will
start in a few

weeks.Kareena is not
the first Bollywood
actress who will be
working with Yash. In
2022, Yash was seen
working with Raveena
Tandon and Sanjay Dutt
in KGF 2.Speaking of
Toxic, the film marks
Yash’s 19th film. Not
only did he release the
title last month but he

also released a short
video that seemingly
gives a first look at his
character. The video fea-
tures a number of anti-

heroes, including DC
Comics famous villain
Joker. With every pic-
ture of these anti-
heroes catching flames,
the closer we get to
Yash'’s look in the movie.

Ankita says she didn't think carefully
before marrying Vicky Jain

Ankita Lokhande and her
husband, fellow Bigg Boss
17 contestant Vicky Jain
had a bitter argument
inside the house. Taking
to X (formerly known as
Twitter), The Khabri
shared a video in which
Ankita hinted that her
marriage with Vicky Jain
wasn't a good decision.
The clip ended with

Ankita weeping bitterly.
The fight began over
Vicky's closeness with
Bigg Boss contestant
Mannara Chopra. An
annoyed Ankita told Vicky
inside the house,
“Suddenly Mannara is in
your life... You like her a
lot... You enjoy talking to
her. Please carry on.
Vicky then asked her,

“What’s wrong in that?
Please give logic, reason.”
Later, Vicky told Ankita
that she has "unreason-
able attitude." She angrily
replied, “What is your
problem? You are feeling
bad because | spoke of
Mannara?” Vicky then
accused Ankita, "You
drive away all the friends
with your opinions."

Manoj ‘fed off’ Konkana’s energy to ele-

CAPSULES 4

In the 'Dulhania’ series,
Karan Johar disputes that
Janhvi Kapoor will take Alia
Bhatt's place

Within the Bollywood community, rumors began
circulating that Janhvi Kapoor will replace Alia
Bhatt in the third episode of the acclaimed
"Dulhania" series. Following news of Varun
Dhawan and Alia Bhatt's alleged absence from
"Dulhania 3," rumors started to circulate.
PeepingMoon.com claims that Janhvi Kapoor was
supposed to be the new face of the franchise,
which stoked rumors about Alia possibly having
scheduling difficulties for the movie. But, Karan
Johar refuted these allegations, explaining on
Instagram that they are untrue and advising the
media to avoid making unwarranted assump-
tions.In order to prevent rash assumptions about
the continuation or start of any franchise, Karan
Johar stressed in his statement the importance of
accuracy and formal confirmation from the pro-
duction company on their film projects. He
emphasized the group's resolve to release infor-
mation as soon as preparations are solidified and
completed.

Vijay Was Disheartened When Super Deluxe
Got Rejected As India's Official Entry For Oscars

vate his performance in ‘Killer Soup’

Divya Delhi: Acclaimed actor
Manoj Bajpayee’s mantra to ele-
vate his performance in the
upcoming series 'Killer Soup'
was to "feed off" his co-star and
actress Konkana Sen Sharma’s
energy. Manoj Bajpayee
expressed how he always
admired his co-star Konkona Sen
Sharma for her acting finesse.
“There are a few contempo-
raries that | have high regard for,
and Konkona is one of them.
There were moments while
shooting when | fed off her
energy to elevate my perform-

has aimed for” “Her commit-
ment instantly shines through,
inspiring not only her co-star but
the entire crew,” Manoj said.
Konkona heaped praise on

and the work he has done. Our
collaboration goes beyond the
script, reaching a level of under-
standing where we can sense
each other’s moods, even when

Divya Delhi. Directed by
national award-winning
filmmaker Thiagarajan
Kumararaja, Super
Deluxe is considered as
one of the best films of
Vijay Sethupathi’s
career. A film about
characters deeply root-
ed in reality had Vijay
essaying the role of a
transgender, Shilpa,
which he pulled off with
finesse and aplomb. His
endearing portrayal of
Shilpa’s anger, longing,
affection garnered him
widespread acclaim. In

couldn’t make the cut as
India’s official entry for

Oscars in 2019.
Speaking  with the
entertainment portal

Bollywood Hungama,

happened. It was not
because | starred in the
film. Even if | was not in
that film, | wanted that
flm to go there.
Something happened in

iconic actors in Indian
cinema with many hits
to his credit like Jawan
and 96. In an illustrious
career of more than a
decade, Vijay
Sethupathi has nailed all
the roles, whether that
of the protagonist or
the antagonist. Now,
there are reports that
he might again essay
the role of a villain in
the film Thalaivar 171,
starring  Rajinikanth.
Lokesh Kanagaraj will
write and direct this
movie. Vijay Sethupathi

ance. Konkona’s dedication and Manoj and said that It’s very the cameras aren't rolling. In | his recent interview, Vijay S(:::thupathi between and | t.:Ionjt and Lokesh’s collabora-
passion for her craft takes centre  easy to interact and be comfort- moments of vulnerability, he | Vijay Sethupathi expressed, "It ~was wanttotalkaboutit.It’s tion has worked bril-
stage as | always see her strive able with the actor. She added: effortlessly lifts my mood with | recalled his reaction heartbrqumg for us unnecessary. Vijay Jiantly in films like
until she has achieved what she  “| have so much respect for him  his humour.” when Super Deluxe also. Politics, something  Sethupathiis one of the  \jaster and Vikram.
. . H I When Manoj
Santanu on future plans with Shruti: | | Dhanush plays a dacoit wanted by the British | ¢ =" "=
) . ° . ° ° ° ° . . .

don’t believe in the idea of marriage in this high-octane drama inspired '12th Fail'
Divya Delhi: == . _ _ met Vidhu Vinod
Doodle artist and illus- Divya Delhi. Ahead of the g Chopra, wept
trator Santanu Hazarika, release of Arun Matheswaran’s
who has been dating Captain Miller, the makers Divya Delhi. Manoj
actor Shruti Hassan for released the film’s trailer. Kumar and Shraddha

quite a few years now,
but looks like a wedding
is not in the cards for
the couple. “l don’t
believe in the idea of
marriage, basically hav-
ing a name. As artists,
there shouldn’t be any
sort of institution or
binding that sort of puts
you in a box. Marriage is
a very conventional
construct. And for me, |
don’t believe in such a
construct because it will
always keep evolving.
Marriage is something
that I've never thought
about. We are happy
where we are, and
that’s all that matters,”
Hazarika asserts. The
artist emphasises the
freedom he finds in
avoiding societal norms
and how they choose to
let their relationship
unfold organically,
instead of focusing on
the social media atten-
tion.

“We are public figures,
we are artists, and we
are quite out there,
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even regarding our rela-
tionship, for people to
see. | believe that artists
and art are not some-
thing that are inde-
pendent. Whatever
happens in my personal
life inspires my art and

my work, and vice
versa,” the 32-year-old
says.

“I am not affected by
how people perceive
my personal or profes-
sional life. So, it has
never bothered me.
About navigating the
social media trolling
and comments, |
haven’t found that diffi-
cult to do. What my
loved ones and people

in my surroundings are

saying matters the
most. And besides that,
everything else will just
fall into its place,” he
further adds.
Meanwhile, talking
about his art form, he
tells us, “l always had an
interest in drawing. My
first exposure to art was
through comic books
and cartoons, and |
always wanted to repli-
cate what | saw. | was
fascinated by the whole
idea of fantasy at a very
young age,” adding, “In
the coming few weeks, |
am going to launch a
new range of products
of Art X Electronics.”

Starring Dhanush in the titular
role, the film also boasts of a
star-studded cast, including

Priyanka Mohan, Shiva
Rajkumar, Sundeep Kishan,
Vinoth Kishan, Nassar, and

Edward Sonnenblick. The 2-
minutes-54-second long trailer
gives a glimpse into the world
of Captain Miller. The trailer
shows that the film is set in a
pre-independent India where
the British are in control and
Dhanush’s character is consid-
ered a criminal, a dacoit.
Dhanush plays Easa, a local
rebel leader fighting against
the colonisation of his village.
A dialogue that hints at what
his character will be like is
when he says that his behav-
iour depends on the other per-
son’s. There’s a treasure in his
village that the locals safe-
guard, but the British want to
loot. Apart from Dhanush’s
character, the trailer also gives
a peek of the supporting roles.
Shiva, Priyanka, Sundeep and
Vinoth’s characters are shown.
The trailer gives enough infor-
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Sonam on her post-partum journey, “It’s
taken me 16 months to feel like myself again”

Divya Delhi. A pregnant Sonam
Kapoor Ahuja appeared on our
September cover last year, as
she candidly spoke about the
challenges that come with it,
preparing for the future with a
baby and shifting her priorities.
In conversation with journalist
Faye D’Souza, the actor and

mation without giving away
too much. Captain Miller will
see music composed by GV
Prakash Kumar, cinematogra-
phy by Siddhartha Nuni and
editing by Nagooran
Ramachandran. The script for

then impending mother,
shared the side of pregnancy
you don't often hear, especially
from public figures. “Because
of pregnancy, my body temper-
ature has risen, | am constantly
hot and sweating, not glowing,
very unglamourous, non-
movie-star-like.

the film was penned in 2018,
but it’s only in 2020 that
Dhanush said yes to the proj-
ect. The film is set in the 1930s
and the title is inspired by Tom
Hanks’ Saving Private Ryan
(1998).

Joshi, on whom '12th Fail'
is based, were a part of a
script-reading session for
the film. Vidhu Vinod
Chopra shared a glimpse
of the emotional moment
through an Instagram
video. ‘12th Fail’ has
been winning the hearts
of the audience, both in
theatres and on OTT.
Based on Anurag Pathak’s
novel, the film is about a
man who failed his 12th
standard exam but man-
aged to clear the UPSC
(Union Public Service
Commission)  through
sheer hard-work. The film
is based on the lives of
Manoj  Sharma and
Shraddha Joshi. Now, an
old video posted by Vidhu
Vinod Chopra is going
viral, where he revealed
that Manoj and Shraddha
joined him for a script-
reading session before
the filming began.
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Inspiring Business and Honorary Doctorate Awards 2024
Recognize Diverse Talent in 100+ Categories

daa

Germany, Maryam Alizadeh
Member, Doctoral Monitoring
Board, Hessen Worldwide College,
Germany, Mehran Lahooti Alumnus,
Hessen Worldwide College
Germany.

Secretary, Parliament of India, Dr
Dharmpal Bishnoi, Deputy commis-

ied classes for Inspiring Business As a celeb Vvisitor, Mahima
Awards and 70 awardees for Chaudhary participated, presenting
Honorary Doctorate Awards, span- trophies, certificates, and memen-
ning sectors like manufacturers and  tos to honor the awardees. Notable
Inspiring Business Awards and entrepreneurship, acknowledging Friends on the Occasion are Dr.
Honorary Doctorate Awards 2024 people in greater than 100 classes. Ravinder Kumar Chadha, Ex Addl.

The temple of Siddha Guru Gauraknath Free plastic surgery camp

Season 4 at Stardom Resort on
Ajmer Highway in the capital
metropolis of Jaipur. The occasion,
themed round Doctorate and
Business Awards, showcased a
grandeur with 40 awardees in var-

Divya Delhi: Wadhwan India
Awards Council, in collaboration
with Hessen Worldwide College,
hosted the grand ceremony of

sioner, Industrial taxes division,
Siddhi Johri, Mrs. India Worldwide,
Dr Farnaz Roz, Senate Member,
Hessen Worldwide College,

)

Divya Delhi: The program
was organized on the auspi-
cious occasion of the estab-
lishment of Siddha Guru
Gorakhnath Govansh
Hospital and Old Age Home
on Ladravaan Road located in
Qutab Garh, Delhi. This tem-
ple will be operated by Baba
Abhaynath Maharaj. In this
program, full contribution
was made by all the villagers
and brotherhood and Cow
Raksha Dal, Delhi. On this
occasion, Kalash Yatra was
also taken out by all the
women. On this occasion, the
lives of Siddha Guru
Gauraknath Maharaj,

N L

Hanuman ji, Shanidev ji and
all the gods and goddesses
were consecrated. On this
occasion, statues of martyr
Bhagat Singh and cow pro-
tector martyr Harphool Jat
Julani Wale were installed.

was established in Qutab Garh

During this period, Havan
and puja were performed by

all the Mahants. On this

occasion,
Mahamandaleshwar,
Mahant, Sadhu-Saints,

Mahatmas and senior people

of nearby villages were pres-
ent. Special musical and cul-
tural programs were organ-
ized on this occasion. Who

were also honored.
Yadvindra Bhagat Singh
Sandhu, grandson of

Shaheed Bhagat Singh, par-
ticipated on this occasion. All
the guests were honored on
this occasion. On this occa-
sion everyone enjoyed Ragini
and Bhandare. In Siddha
Guru Gorakhnath Govansh
Hospital and Old Age Home,
the injured cows are treated
and looked after and all the
elderly people will be served
in the old age home.

organized by Bharatiya Jain
Sanghatana

First Ruhani Kirtan Samagam organized
by Sahibzada Welfare Foundation

Divya Delhi. On the occasion
of New Year, the first Ruhani
Kirtan Samagam was organ-
ized by Sahibzada Welfare
Foundation at 500 yards Shri
Guru Singh Sabha Gurdwara
Sahib located in Q Block,
Nihal Vihar, Delhi. This pro-
gram was organized under
the leadership of the
Founder and National
President of the Foundation,
Surjit Singh and all the mem-
bers of the Foundation. Local
MLA Raghuvindra Shaukeen
participated in this spiritual
kirtan along with Jitendra
Singh, Balbir Singh, Hardeep,
Kuldeep Singh Marwah,
Trilochan Singh, Tarvinder
Kumar Nahar, Kamal Nimbal,
Gujinder Singh, Kartar Singh,
Noshal Singh, Jatindra Pal,
Rajindra Singh, Jasvindra.
Kaur, Jasprit Singh and many
distinguished guests were
present. All the guests were

Divya Delhi: A free
plastic surgery camp

was organized by
Bharatiya Jain
Sanghatana at Sanjog
Hospital located in
Sonipat. This camp was
organized with the help
of Dr. Joginder
Dhankar, Director of
Sanjog Hospital.

This camp was
organized under the
leadership of President

Vijay Jain. This camp
was organized by
America's famous Dr.
Wilson Lahiri and the

team of Sanjog
Hospital.

On this occasion,
Chairman Sanjay
Surana, Senior Vice
President Rajesh Jain,
General Secretary

Manish Jain and many
distinguished  guests
from the Jain commu-

nity were present and
were also honoured. In
this camp, plastic sur-
gery operations were
performed on more
than 100 children by
American doctors and
brought smiles on the
faces of these children.
In this camp, plastic
surgery for cleft lip,
palate and other cases
was done by doctors
from foreign countries.

honored on this occasion. In
this programme, the martyr-
dom and Gurubani of four
Sahibzadas were broadcast-
ed by the ragis. A large num-
ber of local people were

the

spiritual
Kirtan Darbar organized by

present in

Sahibzada

Foundation.
The foundation is working
for helping the poor and

Welfare

needy, helping senior citi-
zens, marriage of girls and
skill development of youth
and also promoting the
teachings and traditions of
Sikhism.

Program organized by the Association for
the Blind Persons on the 215th birth

Divya Delhi: On the
occasion of the 215th
birth anniversary of
Late Louis Braille, a
program was organized
by the Director of the
Association, Dr.
Rajendra Singh. Many
distinguished guests
participated on this
occasion and were also
honoured. Director Dr.

ik %
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Rajendra Singh said
that this hostel is being
run with many prob-
lems in which girls are
facing many problems

e

to meet the needs of
everyday life. If any
person wants to con-
tribute to the hostel,
contact them.




	page 1
	page 2
	page 3
	page 4
	page 5
	page 6
	page 7
	page 8

